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Highlights
AkiDwA's Strategic Plan Launch

Presentation to the Oireachtas Committee on

Gender Equality

Roundtables on African children in state care

Let's Talk project

North/South Partnership discussions

Research on early and forced marriages

AkiDwA's 20th Anniversary 
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AkiDwA's Strategic Plan
Moving forward together bigger and better was launched on
5th April with great line of speakers from IHREC, Department of
Justice, various NGOs participating in the panel and over 70
people participating online. Second Launch of the strategy was
held in Galway in June, various organisations and National
University Galway supported, AkiDwA worked in collaboration
with Galway Partnership.
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Presentation to the Gender Equality Committee
On 5th April AkiDwA chair, the CEO and migrant women’s health
coordinator appeared before the Joint Oireachtas Committee on
Gender Equality the Dail. The presentation focused on
Recommendations 37-41 of the Citizens’ Assembly on Gender Equality
on sexual and gender-based violence. AkiDwA argued on the important
of including all forms of DSGBV including FGM, early and forced
marriages and trafficking in Ireland third national strategy domestic
sexual and gender-based violence to reflect diversity and lived
experiences of women living in Ireland today. For support and access to
justice for victims of DSGBV AkiDwA recommend, Ireland to opt-in to the
EU Directive on Family Reunification and introduce implementing
legislation which provides for autonomous residence permits. In addition
to this the protection of undocumented women from domestic violence
should also be regarded as a priority in immigration reform. We
reaffirmed the important of recognising FGM as a ground for seeking
asylum and argued the need to publish gender asylum guidelines.
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Dr Salome and Ivana Bacik, TD, speaking at
the Gender Equality Committee at the Dail
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Civic and Political Participation

On 31st March, Maynooth University, AkiDwA and the National
Travellers Women Forum launched the report  Different Paths,
Shared Experiences: Minoritised Women and Local Politics in
Ireland. Among many other issues raised by the report it
highlighted the racism and sexism that women from ethnic
minority backgrounds have experienced while canvassing in
local elections. 

The report outlines that for Traveller, Roma, and black women,
racialised identities “carry specific penalties” although all
migrant women experienced forms of sexualised and racist
abuse. This abuse occurred both on and offline, and included
in-person racist and sexist harassment, abuse and intimidation.
The report outlines several recommendations which include
legislation for the local election gender quota to incorporate a
quota for ethnic minority women, as well as the introduction of
a diversity panel in the Seanad with gender parity. It also calls
for State funding for political parties to diversify their
membership and candidate lists, and to require political parties
to collect and publish diversity data on membership and
candidates, including funding of candidates separated by
gender and ethnicity. The Research recommend for nested
quotas.

Alliance for Local Quotas: AkiDwA has been invited by the NWCI
to participate in a committee looking into women political
participation. 
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https://www.maynoothuniversity.ie/sites/default/files/filefield_paths/15754_NTWF_Report_V8.pdf
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African Children in State Care

Two high level round table discussions with service providers
were held, in Dublin and Cork. Contributors to these round table
has highlighted the need for striking a balance between legal
and culture, addressing unconscious bias, provision of support
to parent for them to understand and be able to navigate the
court system in Ireland, need for provision of information and
training to migrant parents and important of cultural mediation.
Conference for the project was held on 31st May, there were
great discussion and representation including from Law
Childcare project. Final report and booklet with stories of
women will be launched in September.
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Diaspora Summit

AkiDwA input: SM Presented to the diaspora summit through the
invitation of Irish Aid on 7th April, while introducing AkiDwA
highlighted the organisation work on Global Citizenship
Education focusing on sustainable development goal. The
important of supporting the Diaspora and the many challenges
facing them which include lack of resources and other facilities,
especially when transferring remittance, and critically
addressing real challenges faced by migrants in relation to their
interventions in their countries of origin which is in line with the
2030 SDGs.

On the evening of 7th April AkiDwA mobilized and organized a
small group of migrant women leaders to meet with Deputy
secretary general of IOM. The discussions focused on the
important role migrant women are playing in advancing the
development of their home countries and how this can be
facilitated to become more meaningful.
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Cultural Competency Training

To date AkiDwA has delivered cultural competency training on
SDGBV to three organisation, Women’s Aid, Ruhama and Rape
crisis Ireland, the importance of this training cannot be
emphasized enough as it is coming at a critical time when
service providers are becoming conscious of their own short
comings, especially the lack of cultural consciousness which is
critical for organization offering front line services, especially
DSGBV to diverse populations.
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Irish CSO Response to Ukraine

AkiDwA has been involved in weekly meeting to discuss
response to Ukraine crisis, as noted majority of those fleeing
and arriving in Ireland are women and girls, we have been able
to voice concerns on dangers of exploitation abuse and even re
trafficking of women and girls and as well sexual and gender-
based violence.  
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Maynooth University Module Development

AkiDwA was invited by Maynooth University to review images
and training module on Cultural Competency by Maynooth
University, Department of Adult and Community Education This
was important as it is crucial to check the images are not
offensive to people who are supposed to be represented as
well as the alignment of the message therein. The organisation
was able to fill in important gaps in the module as well as to
offer constructive criticism on the module which was not only
encouraged but well received. This Maynooth project is part of
Diversity Erasmus and funded by the EU, AkiDwA input will be
referenced.
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Training for CHAs in Athlone

The purpose of this training was to bring our core CHAs –to an
appreciable level of awareness about the work of AkiDwA on
FGM as well as other activities which AkiDwA does. A clear
outcome of this training was needed to develop a training
manual for CHAs. This will lead the way in providing a clear and
consistent message on FGM and how to go about engaging
communities from needs identification, training needs
assessment, training delivery and other issues in between which
the CHAs are likely to come across in the course of doing their
work and interacting with members of the affected
communities.
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Campaign on Dignity and Privacy

Meetings were held with women seeking international
protection and living in direct provision centre to design the
campaign on dignity. My privacy my right campaign address
areas which include privacy, access and abuse directed to
migrant women, AkiDwA and Action Aid are supporting women
living in Direct provision with this campaign. 
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Young Migrant Women

The group continue to meet on monthly basis with SE leading
the group. On 30th April the group held an online seminar
focusing on issues affecting young people such as human rights
abuses, central of which is systemic racism were discussed and
well received. Participants had lived experiences of the issues
on offer. Their next meeting will be held on 28th May. AkiDwA
continue to support activities run by this group, they however
will need to be supported to access funding so as to deliver
planned activities. 
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'Let's Talk' Project

AkiDwA has received funding from Community Foundations
under the bank of Ireland mental health project. The project will
see the organisation advance the work on mental health
creating podcast and other tools of communication on mental
health. The project has landed the organisation to billboard,
with staff and members appearing in Dublin wider area in most
bus stops and around the country.
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North-South partnership meeting in
Belfast

Dr Caroline Munyi in the Bank of Ireland
and AkiDwA campaign 'Let's Talk'
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Women Seeking International Protection

In May AkiDwA launched the report unlocking the potential of
women seeking international protection, this report explores
impact of the right to work on women seeking international
protection who has been granted the right to work, and identify
challenges and opportunities.
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North/South Partnership

This was a partnership project funded by community foundation
Ireland which saw successful collaboration between AkiDwA
and Hapani (a migrant organisation based in Belfast. Caring is
sharing project was designed for both organisations to share,
learn and exchange expertise, ideas and knowledge, the project
was completed in June with final conference scheduled in
September. Four exchange and learning meetings were held, 2
in Belfast and two in Dublin, a total of 126 migrants attended
the meetings. 70% of the participants were women. These
migrants were from different nationalities such Romania,
Siberia, Kenya, Somalia, Zimbabwe, Tanzania, Democratic
republic of Congo, Sudan, Gabon, Nigeria, Liberia, Mali,
Ethiopia, Eritrea, Zambia, South Africa, Ghana, Chad, Libya,
Iraq, Yemen, and Burundi
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Meeting Ambassador Melanne Verveer

On 18th May 2022, AkiDwA CEO was invited by Ambassador
Melanne Verveer, Executive Director of the Georgetown
Institute, Washington DC, for Women, Peace and Security during
their visit to Ireland, to meet and give a presentation on the
work of AkiDwA to delegation of women peacebuilders
supporting work of Georgetown Institute, her presentation
focused on the situation of women from armed conflict living in
Ireland.
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In from the Margin

The group has been meeting on monthly basis, PayPal are
working with the group and AkiDwA former Board member, who
is a member of this group was appointed to act as the
secretary.
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Women Together for a Better World

Training with the three groups (Longford, Monaghan and Fingal-
Dublin) has completed with action day held in Monaghan on 8th
June. 

Local Dublin Events

These include Buckingham Street Coffee morning, meeting
offered a great referral loop for migrants, especially women
who come to our door and may require some of the services on
offer by these organisations. Go Purple Day Coffee Morning
was a collaboration between An Garda Siochana and SAFE
Ireland. The main point of discussion was about the role of An
Garda Siochana in the community and combatting domestic
violence, violence against children and protection of people in
the streets as well as anywhere else within the city of Dublin.
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Board Trainings

Two board training took place in February and April, board
roles, responsibilities and governance code were some of the
areas of the training. Team meetings continue to be held every
Friday and staff planning day was held on 8th April.
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Early and Forced Marriage Research

To progress work on SDGBV the organisation has been
exploring the issue of early and forced marriage to help
broaden understanding and prevalence. Early and forced
marriages is global phenomena and while this issue is under
researched in Ireland, it has been happening. The hidden nature
of this issue makes it difficult for reporting and rendering
support to the victim. The research finding will be launched in
November.

Forum

This is EU partnership project with six partners. AkiDwA has
completed all the activities which were part of this project
which include discussions on stigmatization of migrant women,
sexual and gender-based violence and racism and
discrimination, the project finishes in September 2022.
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Meetings with the Fingal Integration
Council Board
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AkiDwA's 20th Anniversary!

A colorful celebration took place at Hilton Hotel, Dublin Airport
with 136 people attending. 27 awards were printed and 17 of
these presented on the night. Tickets for the event were sold
through Eventbrite. Memoir covering 20 stories was published
by the organisation and distributed on the night.

Support for Women

AkiDwA continue to give support through our open-door system.
Women are also referred by other organisations and agencies
including schools, social workers, Women refuges, maternity
hospitals, and NGOs.
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SM spoke on all women Rally held opposite the Dail on 5th
March and later in a conference on women leadership in a
changing Ireland organized by Sein Finn, she also spoke in other
several meetings which include, IWD meeting by Fine Gail and in
all Island women conference held Enniskillen by NWCI and
attended by the president of Ireland.

AkiDwA on RTE

On 7th Feb AkiDwA appeared on RTE news and printed media
on their website, the reporter visited AkiDwA office where they
interviewed staff before screening. This was to mark
international day of zero tolerance against FGM. 

All Women's Rally

GO RAIBH MAITH AGAT!


